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O be impugned, from without; and Betrayed, 
1 from within; is certainly the worſt Condition a 
Church can fall into: and the Beſt of Churches, the 
Church of England, has had Experience of Both. It 
© had been to be wiſhed, and (one would think) might 
ee have been expected, that, when Providence had took 
« the Work, of deſtroying the Church of England, out 

. of the Papifls Hands, ſome would haye been contented 
* with her Preferments, without either attempting to give 
4 up her Rites and Liturgy, or deſerting her Doctrine. 
< But it ha happened much otherwiſe.” 


] | Dr. Squth's Pref, to his Animadv. on Sherlock. 


FREE THOUGHTS, &c. 


d, 

; 
ne 2, Y 

le -| N Conſequence of an Advertifement, which 

4 L made its Appearance in the London Papers; 

x of ſome Clergymen lately met, at the Feathers 

p ; Tavern, in the Strand, to conſult upon Ways 


and Means of Applying to Parliament, for 
© RELIEF in the Matter of Subſcription to the 
* Titurgy and xxx1x Articles. About four- 
ſcore, J am told, attended: ſome, from Motives 
of Curitfity ; ſome, as Obſervers of the reſt; 
and ſome, to lend an helping Hand to the Bu- 
neſs in Agitation. 
Y PF To the few Reverend Gentlemen (for, it 
» ſeems, they were much the Minority), who 
heartily fell in with the Purpoſe of this extra- 
ordinary Meeting ; I beg Leave to ſubmit the 
following Hints. 
T. Is not every King of England, for the 
Time being, the Supreme Vijible Head of our 


national Church? XA 
A 2 II. Sbould 


[41 


II. Should not, therefore, theſe Eccleſiaſtical 
Male- contents have began at the right End, by 


firſt Petitioning His Majeſty for Leave to aſ- 


ſemble on an Occaſion, and to deliberate on a 
Queſtion, wherein not only the Forms, but the 
very Effence alſo, of our Religious Conſtitution, 
are ſo deeply and directly concern'd? The King, 
I am aware, cannot, Himſelt, introduce a Bill 
into the Houſe of Commons. But, ſurely; the 


King's Permiſſion was, in Law and Regularity, 


abſolutely requiſite, prior to ſuch a public Meet- 
ing, call'd for ſuch a Purpoſe. And both the 
Calling and the Holding of ſuch a Meeting, for 
ſuch a Purpoſe, was neither more nor leſs than 


an open Inſult offered to the Supreme vi i/ible Head 
of the Church of England. 


But we will ſuppoſe the Male-contents not 


to have thus ſtumbled at the Threſhold, by 
aſſembling, on ſach Bufineſs, without the King's 


Licence firſt had and obtained. We will 


imagine them to have done no more than 


appoint a Committee to draw up a Petition of 


Leave to the Throne. Even That Step muſt 


have proceded on this horrid and unſurmiſable 

' Implication, That, to gratify an exceding ſmall 
Handfull of Clergymen, the King Kathy forfeit 
his own Royal Mord, and even violate, his Riilk 


more ſacred Oath. For, 
1 | III. Has 


ce 


AY 
III. Has not the King, ſolemnly and pub- 


licly, declared, again and again, that He will 
inviolably preſerve our preſent Settlement in 


Church and State? Nay, was not This a very 


material Part of the Coronation-Oath ? Can we, 
then, think, that His Majeſty will ever conſent 
to unſettle and neu- model that Church, which 
He has both promis'd and fivorn to maintain and 
defend? Irapoſſible. I dare believe, the King 
would ſooner fling his Crown into the Sea. 

| Amidſt all the Political Defects, with which 
the Revolution was attended; conſiderable Care 
was, nevertheleſs, taken of The Church. Wit- 
neſs that Part of the Statute, 1 Will. C. 6. 
whereby it was © Enacted, that the following 
«© Oath ſhall be adminiſtered to every King or 
Queen, who ſhall ſuccede to the Imperial. 
Crown of this Realm, at their reſpective. 


_ «. Coronations ”': the Form of which Oath, ſo. 


far as relates to the matter in Hand, ran thus: 
Arch Bp. or Bp. Will you, to the utmoſt of 
e your Power, maintain the Laws of God, the 


te true Profeſſion of the G oſpel, and Proteſtant. 
« Reformed Religion ESTABLISHED BY LAW? 


The King, or Queen, ſhall anſwer : Ail, 
& this I promiſe to do. After This, layi ing his, 
or her Hand upon the Holy Goſpels, He, or 


« She, 


„ 
n She, ſhall ſay; The Things, which I have here 
* before promiſed, I will perform and keep; So 
* belp me Gop: And ſhall then kifs the Book.“ 
But even his Security was not deemed fuf- 
ficient. A Flaw, tantamount to a Trap-door, 


was till ſuppos d to remain. The Church of 


England might, poſſibly, in after Times, be ſo 
re-model'd, by the joint Authority of the Three 
Eſtates, as to be no longer the ſame. identical 
Church it was before: and yet, by being re- 
model'd, on the Authority aforeſaid, might 
ſtill be, literally, The Religion efabliſh'd by 
£aw. 

This Trap-door requir'd effectual ſtopping 
up. And effectually ſtopp d up it was, by the 
Act which united England and Scotland into 
one Kingdom, 5 Am. C.8. which celebrated 
Statute enacts, That, After the Demiſe of 


her Majeſty Queen Anne, the Sovercign next 


& ſucceding, and ſo forever afterwards, every 


1 King or Queen ſucceding and coming to the 
* Royal Government of the Kingdom of Great- 
« Britain, at his or her Coronation, ſhall, in 
« the Preſence of all Perſons who ſhall be 
« attending, afliſting, or otherwiſe' then and 
« there preſent, Take and Subſcribe an OaTH 


« to maintain and preſerve INVIOLABLY the 


5 SETTLE= 


" 


Aye 
ua) 


LE 1 
« SETTLEMENT of the Church of England, 


4 « and the DOCTRINE, WoRSHIP, DISCIPLINE, 
45 % and GOVERNMENT Zhereof, As BY LAW 
fo © ESTABLISH'D within the Kingdoms of Eng- 
Ir; “ land and Ireland, the Dominion of Wales, 
of. « ond Town of Berwick upon Tweed, and the 
ſo e Territories thereunto belonging.” 

_ To a Prince, who has both alen and fet 
al bis Hand to ſuch an Oath as this, no Petition, 


for Leaye to innovate on the Church, could, 
with any Shew of Decency, be preſented. And 
yet, without ſuch Leave, the intentional In- 
novators had no Shadow of Right to aſſemble 
for the Purpoſe they did. Either Way, they 
are hemm'd in with unſurmountable Embar- 
raſſment. What, then, remains for them to 
do? Simply, this Alternative: Either to ref 
contented with the Church, as ſhe now ſtands 
or, fairly to quit Her, and, like honeſt Men, 

avail themſelves of the Toleration, 
IV. Theſe very Gentlemen, who are fo ex- 
tremely ſanguine for an Alteration, and who 
ſo liberally exclaim againſt being held down ta 
Creeds and Articles ; theſe very Gentlemen, I 
„ am perſuaded, would, without any Scruple at 
all, ſubſeribe to Arian Creeds and Arminian 
Articles, if the former were Three Dozen, and 
| the 


t 84 
the latter Thirty-nine Hundred. Tt is not Sub- 
ſeription itſelf, which ſo much conſtitutes the 
Grievance complain'd of; but the ſtubborn 
Orthodoxy of the Things ſubſcrib'd. Caftrate 
the Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, of their 
Calviniſin and Trinitarianiſm ; and, I'll anſwer 
for it, Subſcription will no longer be confider'd 
as a Yoke of Bondage, which neither we 
« nor our Fathers were able to bear.” —But, 

V. thy is Subſcription, even on its preſent 

Footing, fo tragically decry'd as © a Yoke? ” 
Suppoſing it to be ever ſo galling in itſelf, it 
certainly need never have galled the Reverend 
Shoulders of thoſe Divines who groan under 
it. Did any Body compel theſe Laborers into 
the Eſtabliſh'd Vineyard ? No: but the Grapes 
were ſo inviting, that the Hedge of Subſcription, 
with all its ſuppos d Pricklineſs, was delibera- 
tely ſtruggled through, notwithſtanding Con- 

ſcience was ſure to get a few Scratches (not to 
fay, Lacerations) in the Paſſage. 

Was there no Act of Toleration; were Per- 
ſons, who diſſent from the Eſtabliſhment, liable 
to poſitive Penalties for that Diſſent; were all | 
Means of Subſiſtence cut off from Arminian 
and Anti-T; rinitarian Preachers; much might 
be 25 red, in Mitigation of Conformity without 

Convidlion, 


{ -@ 1 

Conpiction. This would furniſh ample Matter of 
ſolid Complaint. Subſcription, i in that Caſe, would 
indeed be a Badge of Slavery and. a Yoke of 
Oppreſſion: even of ſuch Oppreſſion, as would 
make Humanity Weep; and of ſuch Slavery, as 
would make Proteſtantiſm tremble to her 
Centre. But, Bleſſed be Gov, theſe happy 
Nations know nothing, at preſent, of this black, 
bigatted, unproteſtant Intolerancy. Such as 
cannot, freely and conſcientioully, ſubſcribe to 
our Eccleſiaſtical Forms, a are at full and Ip 


«4+ w 


Denomination. they chuſe. FY Circumſtance, 
Which, however, ſerves to render thoſe Perſons 
quite inexcuſable, who, for the ſake of a larger 
+ Dividend, of the Loaves and Fiſhes, ſolemnly 
ſubſcribe; and as ſolemnly teſtify their uncom- 
pelled nt, to certain Standards, which, at 
the very Time, they d:/believe, oppoſe, x and would 
gladly overthrow : Men, who (to borrow the 
Phraſcology of a late celebrated Doctor), t 

* never train 4, either by Grace or ſincere 15 
clination, fo pace in the Trammels of the 
* Church”; are yet ſo far ” zemped by the 
« Sweets of her Preferments”, as to ſacrifice 
Conſcience to Profit, Principle to Ambition, 


and ] gy to Promotion, 
. B VI. Does 


{VE 


„ 
VI. Does the projected Plan, for a Repeal of 
Subſcriptions, come with a good Grace from 
ſome of zhofe very Eccleſiaſtics, who have, them- 
ſelves, actually ſubmitted to this imaginary 
Grievance, and who hold all their Preferments 
by Virtue of that felf-ſame Submiſſion ? What 
can the World think of ſuch Divines ? It muft 
think This: that there are certain Clergymen, 
whom no Tyes, however ſacred, can bind; 
who make Scripture, Conſcience, Church, and 
all Things elſe, bend to ſecular Intereft : Men, 
who can ſwallow Subſcriptions, Promiſes, and 
Declarations of Aſent, without aſſenting to what 
they declare, without intending what they pro- 
miſe, and without believing what they ſub- 
ſcribe: who having (many of them, at leaſt) 
taken Care, in the ft Place, to get ſnugly 
benefic'd ; are, by a ſhameleſs Stroke of After- 
Policy, ſeeking to demoliſh the Gate by which 
they entered, and to kick away the Ladder by 
which they aſcended: who, in ſhort, while 
they eat the Bread of the Church, are lifting. 
up their Heel againſt her; and, like the un- 
grateful Boy in the Fable, think to enjoy more 
of the golden Eggs, by n the Fowl Gat 
lays hem. 


( mm ] 
. * Poflibly, however, theſe non-aſlenting 
te Clergymen might have ſubſcribed, heedle/ly, 
te and ignorantiy, in their Touth z without duly 
* confidering what they did. Would you have 
© ſuch diſſemble their Diſſatisfaction, after they 
te perceive their Error ? By no means. Let 
them avow their Diſſatisfaction: but let them 
alſo act accordingly, Let them retra their 
Subſcription s, not by Word and in Tongue only, 
but in Deed and in Truth, by renouncing the 
PREFERMENTS as well as the Docłrines of the 
Church; and all the World will call them 
honeſt Men. While I was over in Treland, I 
was inform'd, that the late Biſhop of CI——r 
had been adviſed, by ſeveral of his Friends, 
to give this concluſive Proof of his Integrity. 
But, dear as Arianiſm was to his Lordſhip, a 
Mitre was dearer *: and he choſe rather 
B 2 to 


* I muſt, however, do Juſtice to the Memory of that 
celebrated Prelate, by publiſhing the following Anecdote, 
which I had from unqueſtionable Authority, and to which 
I cannot help yielding the moſt implicit Credit. As his 
Lordſhip was poſſeſſed of a very ample Fortune, excluſive 
of his high Preferment in the Church ; he found himſelf 
able to appropriate the whole Revenues of his See (amount- 
ing to near 4000 l. per Annum, ) to the Purpoſes of Cha- 
rity: and, I have been aſſured, that, upon Inſpection of 
his Books after his Deceaſe, it appeared, that the entire 
— of his * had, for many Years, been ſo da- 
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to & break bis Heart in Lawn Sleeves, than, by 
refigring them, to demonſtrate that he acted 
on Principles purely conſcientious. 

Wich Regard to thoſe of our own inferior 
Clergy, who are embarqued in the preſent Ex- 
pedition againſt the Church; ; He e is 
Poſfeſſion of the Eflate : to ks off Sub- 
ſeription, without ſhaking 6f its Lucrative Ap- 
pendages. Not conſidering, that, if the Requiring 
of Subſcription be an lawful Impoſition; the 
Advantages, reſulting from a Submiſſion to it, 
muſt have been lawfully obtained : and what 
a Perſon has obtained unlawfully, muſt, when 
he comes to a better Mind, be ſurrendered and 
renounced, if he mean to act as a Man of Prin- 

ciple. Either, therefore, thoſe Clergymen, who 
repent of ſubſcribing, are not ſo deeply wotinded 
in Conſcience, as they profeſs; or, Wounds of 

* Conſcience are, in their Eſtimation, lighter than 
' Duſt on the Scale, when weigh d againſt Worldiy 
Eaſe, Profit, and Advancement. 


VII. Had 


Occaſioned by the Apprehenſions of a gathering 
Storm, which thickened every Day, and bade fair for 


ſpeedily ending in a es ben 10 the n Authority 
of Cburch and State. 


* PPP ·w⸗d ˙˙⁰i—⁰ ne 
„ " © 
y VII. Had not, and has not, the Church of — 1 
d MW England as much Right, as any orber Society, to 
1 ; | ade for herſelf what Doctrines are Scriptural, 
rand to abliſs them accordingly ? I do not mean 
3 1 to infinuate, that our own Church, or any Church 
85 i 4 whatever, has the leaſt Right to obtrude her 
p own Judgment on ſuch Individuals as cannot 
5— ſee with her Eyes. And J vill venture to be 
ha -quite poſitive, that the preſent Governors of the 
1: Church are perfectly remote from the leaſt De- 
Ie Aire to tarniſh the Glory of her Moderation, by 
t, wiſhing to bring back the perſecuting Days of 
at Charles I. and Charles II. But may not the 
N Church, without the leaſt Shadow of Perſecu- 
id tion, continue to fix the Terms, on which She 
* will admit Perſons to take the Charge of her 
10 Flock, and to miniſter at her Altars? Muſt She, f 
4 in order to prove her Catholiciſm, throw down 5 
of her Fence, and reduce herſelf, from a Garden, 
in to a Common, that all Beafts of the Field may 
ly riot on her Spoils, and every wild Aſs quent. 
| his Thirſt at her Fountain ?-— For, 
| VIII. What would be the Conſequence, if 
ad Stubſertption was totally et aſide, and if Cler- 
* gymen were not reſtrain'd to the Uſe of the Li- 
for turgy? The Conſequence would be This: Pa- 
ity 


Piſis, on one Hand; and the Dregs of the Di/- 
Jenters, 


Fenters, on the other; would pour in upon us 
as a Flood, and over-run the Church, as the 1 
Geths and Vandals firſt over-ran, and then de- 10 [ 
ſtroy d, the Weſtern Empire. 5 
Let the Reader obſerve, I ſay not © the Di 
ſenters; but, The Dregs of the Difſenters :” il 
Such as Deiſtical, Arian, Socinian, Pelagian Dil- 
ſenters. Nor can the Diſſenters, as a Body, be 
diſpleas d at my uſing ſuch a Term. Every So- WR 
ciety has its Dregs. God knows, the eſtabliſh- Wi 
ed Church is not without them. — Our Prote- | 56 
ſtant Diſſenters, conſider'd in the Aggregate, 
are moſt juſtly entitled to Reſpect and Chriſtian 
Affection. I ſpeak, therefore, above, only of 
ſuch Individuals, as come within the Compaſs 
there ſpecify d. Nor do I preſume to judge 
even Thoſe. I am perſonally acquainted with 
many Deiſts, Arians, Socinians, and Pelagians ; 
whom, .as Men of Parts, and as worthy Mem- 
bers of Society, I honor and eſteem ; yet 1 
| ſhould be very ſorry to ſee any of em trail in 
Gowns and Caflocks, and diſſeminate their 
Doctrinal Tares from the Pulpits of our Pariſh 
Churches. I may have a ſincere and very great 
- Regard for a Neighbor, without wiſhing him to 
marry into my Family. 
While our preſent Out-works are ſuffer'd to 
ſtand, we have this grand Conſolation left; viz. 
that 


4 
0 us ny 
i chat Arians, Socintans, Pelagians, &c. cannot, 2 

Vith any Color of Decency, pretend that their | 

ps: miſtaken Opinions have the Sanction of Law 
"ha # Eſtabliſhment. Let who will be for-them, 
Dic. the Church is not. Medicus, qui omnia fecit ut 
2% IN = Partes ſuas peregit. The wiſe and pi- 'q 
3». ous Vigilance of our Proteſtant Anceſtors has p | 
in. 9 94 guarded the Purity of the Church, by every 
Religious, and almoſt every civil Precaution, 
1 which human Care and Foreſight could de- 3 
5 1 viſe. If, notwithſtanding all theſe prudent 5 2 
lan Precautions, Any are found, who creep into 9 
„ the Eſtabliſhed Miniſtry, bringing in with them © 
aſs by defrutive Herefies the Church and Conſtitution = 
ige by | are not to blame, but the Intruders themſelves: 1 4 
ith whoſe Conduct proves, that the moſt folemn | : 1 
*y Teſts and Engagements have, with theſe Theo- = 
m” logical Samſons, no more Efficacy, than a Thread 3 
5 I of Tow, which 2s broken when it foucheth 2 i 
og Fire +. 2 
4 What Uſe of Oaths, of Promiſe, or of Teſt, 
* « Where Men regard no God but Intereſt *? 
to Mille adde Catenas, 
Ffugiet tamen hac ſceleratus Vincula Prateus. — 
to But ſhall we totally demoliſh and ſer afide 5 
2. Subſcription, only becauſe it is not found, in 
at 


+ Judges xvi. 9. * Waller, 


E 


1 46 1 
every Reſpect, fully to anſwer its original De- oo 
ſign? The very. ſame Argument would hold, for Wi 

a Repeal of the Penal Laws againſt Popery.— 
Shall a Man unhang his Doors, take down his 
Window-Shutters, and leave his Houle open all 93 
Night; for this ſage Reaſon, Becauſe Doors 
and Window - Shutters are ſometimes found an 
ineffectual barrier againſt Houſe-breakers ? 11 

IX. After all, more, than a bare ſuperſeding 
of Subſcription, 1s, palpably, the Drift of the 
preſent Enterprize. Not only Subſcription to 
the Articles and Homilies, but to the Liturgy Wi 
alſo, is claſs d under the Predicament of *. 
* grievous Oppreſſion.”. Now, the Perſons, who 
flinch at ſub/cr:b:ng and declaring their Aſent to 
the Book of Common Prayer, would moſt cer- 
tainly (if Subſcription and Aſſent were diſpenſed 
with) ſcruple to ſe that Book: For, if they 
would not heſitate to wſe it, why ſhould. they 
ſcruple to ſubſcribe it? 

The Matter, then, is plainly This. Thoſe 
Arians, Arminians, &c. who have hitherto 
ſtay'd out of our Eccleſiaſtical Pale, would glad- 
" ly get within it: And the few Arians, and many 
Arminians, who are within it, wiſh to have the 
Church arianiz'dand arminianix d, as well for 
their own private Convenience, as for the more 
_— | us 


ol 


) for 


his 


OOTS 
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eaſy Admittance of their Brethren who are han- 


kering at the Gate. For the Accommodation of 
thoſe who have ſtruggled in, and in Complaiſance 


to thoſe who yet tarry out, the whole Eccleſia- 
ſtical Edifice, founded on the Rock of Scripture, 


and cemented with the Blood of our Martyrs, 
is, forſooth, to be taken down, and not one 
Doctrinal Stone left upon another. In particular, 
the Doctrine of the Trinity, and That of gra- 
94 tuitous Predeſtinat ion (the two maſter Pillars 
% | bf the Sacred Structure), muſt be remov'd from 
; the Premiſes, and thrown, like degraded Idols, 


to the Moles and to the Batts : elſe, it ſeems, we 


cannot ſhew a due Degree of Brotherly Atten- 


tion to the tender Conſciences of thoſe good 
Chriſtians, who wiſh to erect Free-w1ill, Merit, 
Chance, and Unitarianiſm, upon the Ruins of 


that Church, which once ſhone (and, were all 


her profeſſing Sons true to her Principles, would 
continue to ſhine) the Glory of the Reforma- 


5 N and the Excellency of the whole Earth. 


X. Would it be for the Credit of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, in general, and of the Church 
of England, in particular, to be perpetually 
ſhifting and tacking about, never continuing in 
one ſtay,” but (to uſe the Expreſſion of a certain 


a. always Vlitting and ing from Syſ- 
SD Fein 
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lem io Syſtem?” Our Articles have already paſſed 
ene Reviſal, fince their firſt Publication in 1 5 52. 
Our Liturgy has been review'd no fewer than 

four Times. Muſt we be inceſſantly Doing and 
Undoing ? Is the Church of England, like Pe- 
nelopes Web, to experience a regular viciſſitude 
of weaving and unraveling ? or muſt ſhe, like 
the Image at Loretto, never appear, two Days 
together, in the ſame Dreſs? Are we ever learn- 
ing, yet never able to come to the Knowledge of 
the Truth? Is Religion ſo far the Daughter of 
Time, as to be ſuſceptible of daily Improvement, 
like the handy-craft Arts? To anſwer theſe 
Queſtions in the Afirmative, would be to ex- 
poſe Religion itſelf to the Scorn and Laughter of 
every Rational Being. And. yet, unleſs theſe 
Queſtions are to be anſwered affirmatively, 
whither do our projected: Alterations tend? 

Xl. Suppoling, for Argument's Sake, that 
many Things, in the Church of England, might 
be altered even greatly- for the better ; the pre- 
ſent is certainly a very unfit Ti for ſuch an 
Enterprize.— What if a Sett of Writers, who 
have little or no Turn for Mathematics, ſhould | 
undertake to reviſe and correct the Philoſophical 
Works of Sir Iſaac Newton ? Now, every Man 
muſt admit, that a Concern. for Religion is by 


no 
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no means a Characteriſtic of the preſent Age. 


Conſequently, had the Church, in Reality, any 
Tares to be rooted up; the Wheat would run at 
leaſt a very dangerous Ritque of being torn up 
alſo. The fafeſt way, therefore, would be, to 
let both grow together until Harveſt, 

«* What! would you oppoſe all Reformation?“ 
I am only for oppoſing the Meaſures of thoſe 
(at beſt, miſtaben; perhaps, de/igning ) Brethren, 
who are evidently for reforming us oz? of the 
Reformation. | 
Have you no Regard to the Eaſe of ſcru- 
ce pulous Conſerences ?” J have the tendereſt Re- 
gard to it. But the Queſtion has two Edges. 
It concludes as much, at leaſt, for my Argu- 
ment, as againſt it. For, is /crupulouſneſs of 


Conſcience PECULIAR to A ians, Secinians, and 


Pelagians? Have not the okTHopox Their 
Scruples alſo? And muſt no Proviſion be made 
for the Scruples of the Elder Branch? Muſt 
the Tounger (i. e. Proteſtants of the modern Caſt) 
run away with all the Attention of Legiſla- 
ture ?—Beſides : thoſe of our reformed Brethren, 
who are reſtrained, from falling in with the 
Church, by Scruples TRULY conſcientious ; are 


under no ſort of Obligation to put a Force: upon 


2 by ſmothering their Scruples. They 
C 2 are 
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are at unreſtrainedLiberty to indulge any Scruples 
that can ariſe, and to follow Conſcience whither- 
ſoever ſhe goes. If, therefore, Conſcience is all ; 
Conſcience has no Reaſon to complain. She 
may, in theſe happy Nations, perſue her own 
Dictates, without Impediment ; and chuſe her 
own Faith and Worſhip, both as to Mode and 
Subſtance. 
XII. Let us, for a Moment, ſuppoſe the ſu- 
perſeding Scheme to have taken full Effect. 
We will imagine the Liturgy, Articles, and 
Homilies, to be actually ſhorn of their Ortho- 
doxy : and Subſcription to be totally reſcinded. 
Old Things are done away; behold, all Things 
are become new. Still there will be plenty of 
Malecontents. We ſhall be as far, or farther, 
from Unity, than ever. It is impoſſible, in the 
very nature of Things, for any Church upon 
Earth to be /o conſtituted, as to ſatisfy every 
body. All the Difference would be, that many 
Churchmen, and many Diſſenters, would change 
Places. Many Diſſenters would commence 
Churchmen ; and every true Churchman would 
and muſt commence Diſſenter. All would be 
turned _up-fide down, and a total Reverſe of 
Things enſue. Papiſts, Arians, Socinians, In- 
fidels, and ſuch like, would be the only Gainers 


; WP 


/ 


ſ an | 


by the Exchange, Theſe would laugh to ſes 
themſelves at the top of the. Wheel : and the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, from that fatal Moment, de- 
generate into the —— of every He- 
rely under Heaven. 

XIII. The Political Conſequences a cd "i 
Religious Revolution, are likewiſe to be pre- 
conſidered. We, already, as a Nation, too 
much reſemble an Houſe divided againſt itſelf. 
How excedingly indiſcreet, therefore (to call it 
by no harſher Name,) is the ill-timed Zeal of 


| ſuch Clergymen, who labor to ſtir the Fire with 
a Sword, by ſeeking to add the Fury of religi- 


ous Diſcord to the Rage of civil Diſſention? 
Who can foretell, or even foreſee, the deſtruc- 
tive Effects, which might follow from the Coa- 
lition of this'double Flame ? Let us remember, 
how dear the hot, innovating Spirit of the fi 
Arminians had like to have coſt their Country. 


The States of Holland were puſhed to the very 


Brink of total Ruin, by the Raſhneſs of that 
obſtinate Faction, who could not find in their 
Hearts to let Religion ſtand as the Reformation 
had left it. 

XIV. In vain would Subſcription to our E- 
Rabliſhed Forms and Formularies be ſet aſide, 


unleſs the Projectors could proddre the Bible alſo 
to 


a 


to be cryed down by public. Authority. The 


at 
Buſineſs will be but half done, while the Scrip- Ve 
ture is permitted to ſtare thoſe refining Gentle. C 
men in the Face, They ſhould, therefore, to p 


be conſiſtent, move for the utter Abrogation of 
That. For (according to their Idea of Intel- 
lectual Liberty), it muſt be a moſt grievous En- 
croachment on the Right of private Judgment, 
thatCandidates for the Chriſtian Miniftry ſhould 
be obliged: to teſtify their Belief of that old- 
faſhioned Book. Since, it can hardly be ſup- 
poſed, that they, who deem it a Badge of Op- 
preſſion to ſubſcribe a Sett of Doctrinal Articles 
deduced from the Scriptures, ſhould with per- 
fect Complacency be ready to ſubſcribe the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, from whence thoſe very Ar- 
ticles are deduced. This would indeed be 
Araining at a Gnat, and ſwallowing a Camel, 
- Inſtead, then, of beating about the Buſh, by 
a Petition againſt the Liturgy and Articles ; let 
the Reverend Petitioners ſpring the grand Quar- 
ry at once. Let them, honeſtly, and without 
mincing the Point, lay the Axe to the Root, by 
addreſſing Parliament againſt the Shαντεν Ha 
from whence the Liturgy and Articles were de- 
rived. What avails it, to exhauſt your Indig- 
nation on the res! ? Act as Men of Spirit, 
and 
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and roundly attack the Fountain. You will ne- 

ver be able to give the Coup de Grace to the 

Church of England, while you ſuffer the Pro- 

ou Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles, to ſtand full 

f Way. Treat them, therefore, O ye re- 

4 Succeſſors of thoſe Apoſtles, as Nero 

| 8 to treat the Roman Citizens: proufly en- 

deavour to cut off both Sable and Church at a 
Blow. 

A Paragraph or two, to the following Pur- 


port, would ſerve to adorn your intended Pe- 
tition : 
And whereas chan is a certain obſolete Work, 


made 1% of divers Treatiſes, collected into a thick 
volume; which volume "was, by the Ignorance and 
Superſtition of our block-headed Forefathers, look'd 
upon as Sacred, and as written under the Tufluence 1 
of Divine Inſpiration : We, your Petiti oners, be- | 
ing happily emancipated from the Shackles of Pre- 
judice, and having dilated into true Liberality of 
Sentiment, do give it as our Opinion, that the ob- 
truding of the ſaid Book upon the free-bern Mings 
of Men is a moſt grievous Hardſhip and unſusfer- 
able Impoſition. For, wwe can eaſily prove, that 
the Bouk aforeſaid is fufted with a detail of many 
improbable, not to ſay impoſſible, Facts; and, more- 
over, fraught, throughout, with a great Number 


of 


1:7] 

of Dotrines, equally repugnant to Reaſon, and 
dangerous to Morality : Such as, That Three are 
One, and One is Three (which we can mathe. 
matically demonſtrate to be 1mpoſſible ) ; not to men- 
tion the wicked Doctrines of Election, Juſtifica- 
tion, Atonement, imputed Righteouſneſs, origi- 
nal Sin, efficacious Grace, Regeneration, the 
Indwelling of the Spirit, final Perſeverance, &c. 
Sc. All which are irrational in themſelves, and 
of very licentious Tendency : Not to add, that they 
are quite obſolete and worn out with Age; and, 
therefore, it is high Time that both They, and the 
Book which inculcates them, were dead, RO ed, 
and forgot. | | 

Tour Petitioners do alſo beſeech the 2 chm of 
this Nation, in Parliament united, to relieve L 
Reverend Divines from another very irkſome 
"Grievance, which renders our uſeful Lives not a 
little miſerable. We mean, the ſuperſtitious Ob. 


fſervance of what is commonly called The Lords 


Day. On this Day, thoſe of us who ſubhft by the 
Church," and who cannot afford to keep Curates, 
are forced to undergo the intolerable Drudgery of 
reading public Prayers, and of preaching eight, 
ten, and ſometimes fifteen Minutes; both which 
Burthens are very oppreſſive and unreaſonable : 


ſeeing the Sabbath was intended for a Day, nt of 


Labor, 


f 
4 
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Labor, but of Reſt: Which Reſt cannot, in equi- 
fable Conſtruftion, be deemed general, unleſs it ex- 
tend to Clergy as well as Laity. 
And whereas there is a Vexatious and unrea- 
fonable Canon, whereby we are enjoined not to ap- 
pear in Public without Caſſocks, nor to wear any 
light colored Stockings; We, your aggrieved 
Petittoners, not being content with breaking the 
ſaid Canon, do pray and defire that it may be to- 
tally and finally repealed : and that a Law may 

paſs, entitling Us to dreſs like other Men. Not as 
:f we thought that our Profeſſion has any Reaſon 


to be aſhamed of US ; but we, being aſhamed of 


our Profeſſion, do teſtify our earneſt Wiſh of be- 
ing permitted to wear laced Hats, ruffled Shirts, 
and all other Ornaments pertaining to Men of this 
Warld : and that none, but Diſſenting Teachers, 
may be obliged to go in conſtant Mourning. 

We alſo humbly ſubmit it to the Conſideration of 
Legiſlature, whether it might not be fitting, to 
confer the following Mark of honorable Diſtinc- 
tion on Us, the Eccleſiaſtical Sons of Liberty, wwho 
aſſembled, for the above and other equally læudable 
Purpoſes, at the Feathers Tavern: viz; that WE, 
who make this noble Effort in Favor of Religious 
Freedom, may be entitled to wear a white Feather in 
our 3 in lieu of a Rope and Rope, to the Intent, 


D that 
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„ 
that every Deiſt, Papiſt, Arian, Socinian, and 
Pelagian, bo meets us in the Streets, may know 
us, bow to us, and give us the Wall, accordingly. 

In acceding to the Supplication now pre- 
ſented, and in retrieving us from the egregious 
Grievance of Subſcription in Time to come (tho' 
even That will be no Abſolution of us from the 
Guilt of having already ſubſcribed to the wicked 
Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies in Time paſt), ye 
will confer a fignal Favor on Us your Petitioners, 
who, as in Duty bound, will ever, &c. 

To ſpeak ſeriouſly, I really think theſe Gen- 
tlemen are moſt juſtly entitled to ſome Trophy 
of Diſtinction. If, as the Public have lately 
ſeen, a Glouceſterſhire * Painter brought in his 
Bill for altering the Belief in a Pariſh Chancel ; 
much more may the Reverend Brethren, of the 
Feathers Aſſociation, bring in theirs, for the ſu- 


perlative 


The London and Weſtern Papers, for Augu/l, 1771, 
had the enſuing Arti le; which, however, it may carry the 
Appearance of Humor, was affirmed to be literally true: 
« The following is a truc Copy of a Painter's Bill, at Ci- 
* rence/ler, in Glouceſterſhire, delivered to the Church- 
% wardens of an adjoining Pariſh : | 


% ' Mr. Charles Ferebee, Churchwarden of — 


« 7, Joſeph Cook, Debtor. 


* Altering the Belief, and 
« Making a new Lora's Prayer, 


« To mending the Commandments, 
C 
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perlative Merit of attempting the overthrow of 


Creeds, Articles, Liturgy, Homilies, Church, 


and all. And what is the true Reaſon of this 


prodigious Wrath againſt our Liturgy, Homi- 
lies, Articles, and Creeds ? The true Reaſon is 
apparently This : thoſe Excellent Forms of 
Sound Words have given Arianiſm and Armi- 
nianiſm a Blow under the fifth Rib; of which, 


Arianiſm and Arminianiſm will never be healed, 


till thoſe Forms are annihilated. 

I have, with all the Humility which becomes 
ſo obſcure an Individual, but, at the ſame Time, 
with a Degree of that Freedom, which the Na- 
ture and Importance of the Subject demand; 


ventured to lay before the Public, what occur- 


red to me on the Point in Queſtion. May I, 
without the Appearance of Preſumption, be 
permitted to add, that, convinced as I am of the 
Utility and Neceſſity of Eccigſiaſtical Subſerip- 
tion; Tam no leſs ſtrongly convinced, that the 
Requiſition of Subſcription is, at preſent, ex- 


| tended Yoo far? It muſt be acknowledged, that 


Religious Liberty is not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſo 
completely eſtabliſhed among us, as Chriſtian Be- 
nevolence requires, and the Rights of Mankind. 


demand. Remote as I am, and hope ever to, 


be, from Arianiſm and Socinianiſm; 1 yet moſt 
D 2 | ſincerely 
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4 
ſincerely wiſh that neither Arians nor Sociniam 
might; as ſuch, lye, in any Reſpect, at the Mer- 
cy of their Fellow Creatures. I ſhould rejoice, 
unfeignedly, to ſee the Act of Toleration nv 
longer clogged with the following reſtr:&@:ve 
Clauſe : © Provided that nothing in this Act 
te ſhall be conſtrued to extend to give any Eaſe, 
« Benefit, or Advantage to any Perſon 
“ that ſhall deny in his Preaching, or Writing, 
* the Doctrine of the Bleſſed TRIxI TV as it is 
“declared in the aforeſaid Articles” [i. e. in 


the xxxix Articles] © of Religion.” 


The Toleration of Proteftants ſhould, by every 
Law both of God, of Nature, and of Civil Policy, 
be abſolutely unlimited. "Tis as much their Due, 
as the Air they breathe, or as the Light by which 
they ſee. ' They are not to aff it, as a Favor; 
but may claim it, as a Debt. Keep Antitrini- 
tarians out of the Church, by all Means 2 but 
let them enjoy every Advantage of Civil So- 


ciety; together with the free Exerciſe of their 
Religion „only extra Ecclefiam, not within the 


Eſtabliſhment. 
It is equally injurious to the Right of private 


Judgment, to exact Subſcription, to the Doc- 


trinal Articles of the Church of England, from 
thoſe very Ferſons, who declare themſelves 


5 Diiſentert 


„ 
Difſenters from that Church. No Diſſentin: 8 
Miniſter is legally entitled to the Benefit of 
the Act of Toleration, until he has, at the 
General, or Quarter Seſſion of the Peace, de- 
clared his APPROBATION of, and likewiſe ſub- 
ſcribed Zo, all the Thirty-nine Articles, except 
the 34th, 35th, 36th, and the firft Clauſe of 
the 20th. This is, to very many Diſſenting 
Proteſtants, a real Grievance, and calls for 
Legal Redreſs. Gop forbid, that tbe Church 
ſhould ever accommodate her Doctrines to 
the Religious Miſtakes of thoſe who differ 
from her: but, ſurely, the State ought to be 
the Common Guardian of every well-behaving 
Proteſtant, without excepting one. A Man 
may be a good Subject, and a valuable Member 


of the Community, without coming up to the 


Orthodoxy of the 39 Articles. A Tolera- 
tion, truly Proteſtant, requires a more generous 
and expanded Baſis, 

Here, then, I moſt heartily join Hands with the 
Adverſaries of Subſcription. As far as the Pro- 
teſiant Diſſenters are concerned, I ſhould, as a 
Well-wiſher to Mankind, rejoice to ſee Sub- 
ſeription, I will not ſay, relaxed, but entirely 
taten out of the Way. I mean, Subſcription to 


all the Thirty-nine Articles, thoſe only ex- 
cepted, 


. 
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depted, which are dire&ly pointed againſt the 
Church of Rome: and, to them, I dare believe, 


every Proteſtant Diſſenter, in the King's Do- 
minions, would chearfully ſet his Hand. 

The Toleration is not complete, until Mat- 
- ters are put on this Footing. A Sword till 
hangs, by a Thread, over the Heads of reputed 
Heretics ; which is liable, at any Time, to fall 
and do Miſchief. Surely, bare Conni vance is 
too ſlender a Security for the Property and 
Freedom of any Proteſtant whatever! 


May I, likewiſe, be allowed juſt to Pont i at 


anotber real Grievance, equally oppreſſive and 
abſurd? J mean, the Exaction of Subſcription 
to the Thirty-nine Articles from thoſe of the 
Laity, who take the Academical Degrees in 
Law, or Phyſic. Nay, I have been informed 
{but I will not venture to affirm), that Sub- 
ſtceription is required even of Thoſe who procede 
Doctors in Muſic. If fo, can any Thing be more 
unreaſonable? As if Men could not be able 
Lawyers, Phyſicians, or Muſicians, without 
I] * orthodox ! 


But 


The late learned and truly reſpectable Dr. Daniel 
1 —.——4 gave a very remarkable Proof, how for- 
| ab this Kind of Prejudice and Bigotry ate ſometimes ſeen 


to 


UC gf 1 
But this affects not the Clergy. It is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, for the Honor of Chriſtia- 


nity, 


to operate even on, otherwiſe, exalted Minds. The main 
Circumſtance, on which the whole Spirit of the following 
Fact turns, may, to ſome Readers, appear rather inde- 
licate, However, as Dr. Middleton did not diſdain to 
write it; and as Biſhop Warburton did not ſcruple to let it 
be publiſh'd (for, I ſuppoſe, the Copy of the Letter was 
communicated, by his Lordſhip, to the Editors of Dr. 
Middleton's Works); I need not apologize for reciting it. 
<« In his” (i. e. Dr. Mis.) © laſt Journey from Cam- 
bridge to London, being attended by Dr. P 
C——2 the Surgeon, he lodged the ſecond night at Hod/- 
C den; where being obſerved to have been coſtive on the 


« Road, he was adviſed to have a Ciyſter : to which = 


4e conſented. The Apothecary was preſently ſent for: 


« whom Dr. P e gave his Orders below Stairs, _ 
cc 


4 could not forbear expreſſing his great Senſe of the Honor 


« which he received, in being called to the Aſſiſtance of 


& fo celebrated a Perſon, whoſe Writings he was well ac- 


„ quainted with. The Company ſignified ſome Surprize, 


ks 
4 


«c 


4 tion of Moſes, — Dr. P 


cc 


e, and a Fellow of Magdalen 
there preſent, took Pains to convince the Apothecary 
« of his Miſtake: while C — n the Surgeon ran up 
&« Stairs with an Account of his Blunder to JF. who, 
<« provoked by it into a violent Paſſion, called the poor 


6% Fellow 1 


Dr. V. continued above: upon which, the Apothecary 


to find a Country Apothecary ſo learned. But he aſſured 
them, that he was no Stranger to the Merit and Cha- 
racter of the Doctor, but had lately read his ingenious 
4 Book, with much Pleaſure, (entitled) The Divine Lega- 
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ſhould be ſound in the Faith, and give ſufficient 
Security for their being ſo. Experience proves, 


Great Care, therefore, ſhould be taken, to 
retain us within the Orbit of Orthodoxy. 
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'< be Yiſcharged, and poſtponed the Benefit of the Clyſter .,- 


[ 42 FYY 
nity, bid for the Good of Souls, that Tn EY 


that ſome of us are not a little centrifugal. 


There have been Inſtances more than a ay 
of excentric Divines, who have, indeed, gravi- 
tated, very ſtrongly, towards the Emoluments of 
the Church : but who were, nevertheleſs, ex- 
ceding prone to recede from her Do&rints, The 
repelling Force of the . Thirty-nine Articles 
themſelves proved inſufficient to reſtrain thoſe 1 
Stars. Fccheſiaſtical from availing themſelves of 

the 


« Fellow a Puppy and Bloctbead, who muſt needs be 
<« ;onorant in his Profeſſion, and unfit to adminiſter any 
« Thing to him, and might poſſibly poiſon his Bowels : and, 
&« notwithſtanding Dr. P e's endeavours to moderate. 
<« his Diſpleaſuce, by repreſenting the Expediency of the \ 
ac Operation, and the Man's Capacity to perform it; he 
% would hear nothing in his Favor, but ordered him to 


* 


44 until he reached his next Stage.“ | Middleton s Works, 
Vol. 2. P. 484, 485. Ruarto. 


As if the Apothecary was neceſſarily . of ad- 
miniſtering a Clytter, only becauſe he admired The Divine 
Legation 7 1 


* 14 


* 


Srl 


* * 8 * 1 
4 of $ 5 
E- © Ax 2 * 2 
ſe. N 
; * 
* 
il * — a . 9 


En F 


the Embſüfberts: nor Was all che attractive 
Power of the Emoluments able to procure 
any Quarter for the Doctrines. Prede/tination 


(for Inſtance) has bcen dehorted from, as 


Poiſon ; while the Preferments, appending to 
the fuppoſed Belief of it, were Eg as 


ne: 


Shay the nen 160 Frailty of ka 
Nature, the folemn three-fold Band of Sub- 


ſeription, Aﬀent, and Approbation, does not 


(as already obſerved) perfectly anſwer the End 
of its Intention. It does not, ſo univerſally as 
might be wiſhed, preclude - all Diverſities of 
Opinions from the Church, nor eſtabliſh 46 


ſolute Unity of Conſent touching true Religion. 


What then ? muſt it (to repeat the important 
Queſtion) be therefore totally aboliſhed ? Nay : 
but, if any proper Expedients can be farther 
deviſed for that Purpoſe, let it rather be 


firengthened. We will ſuppoſe, an Huſband 


breaks through his Marriage- Articles. Would 
not the injured Party be inſane, to imagine, 
that her deſiroy:ng thoſe Articles, by commit- 
ting them to the Flames, would add to her 
Security? 
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If unſound Doctrines make ſhift to creep, 
now and then, into the Church, notwith- 
ſtanding the Hedge of Subſcription, by which 
ſhe is guarded; what would become of her, 
if ſhe diſmiſſed her Guard, and the Hedge 
was totally removed? On the whole, 1 take 
Leave of the Subject, with the ſame ardent 
With for the Church of England, which a 1! 


celebrated Hiſtorian expreſſed for the State of 
Venice: Es TO PERPETUA! 


Broad HEMBURY; 
September 27, 1771. 
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A CARD 


Reverend Mr. Haddon Smith, 


X R. Toplady, who has gjaſt peruſed Tre 
; EnRac'd CuRaTE's Paſtſcript, deſires his 
Compliments to the ſaid Curate; and muſt, as a 
Friend, remind him, 1. That there are no ſuch 
words in the Engliſh Tongue, as Sy/matic® 
and Aſaſſian.“ 2, That Zancnivs was not one. 
of the Fathers, but a Divine who floriſh'd ſoon 
after the Era of the Reformation, and who was 

actually invited hither, in the Reign of Edward VI. 
to aſſiſt in carrying on the Reformation of the 
Church of England; though he did not eventually 


accept the Call. 3. That whoever can make it a 


matter of Doubt, whether ſuch Men as Auſtin, 
Luther, Bucer, Zanchius, and Melanfthon, ever exiſted; 
may, with equal Rcaſon, doubt whether there be 
in Reality ſuch a Man now exiſting, as the En- 
raged Curate of Bethnal Green. 
As to the Affair of the Arminian Shilling (which, 
I ſhould imagine, could not be a King William's), 
and the Tofſmg-up thereof by the Curate's Client; 
Mr. Toplady actually doth believe, that (to uſe ſome 
of the Curate's own Phraſeology), it was © Mr, 
« Weſley's Outward Man that playd with the In- 
| | L ward“. 


we Ee however, cannot quite concur with | "2 f 
in therefore conſidering Mr, M. as 4 
"Chuok farthing : :** becauſe a ä We. 7 
ecechbt to one; and 
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